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“Photographers are the Fuel and I think it Changes Everting” — Photography
as Infrastructure of Demonstration in the Israeli Judicial Reform Protest.

Our argument is that photography during ongoing protests functions as an infrastructure,
not just a means of documentation. This infrastructure, embedded in digital technology
and the internet, shapes how protests are organized and conducted. The argument is
supported by research involving interviews with demonstrators who use photography,
as well as observations gathered during the 2023 Israeli judicial reform protests.
Photographs are typically regarded as the visual outcome of civil events where
individuals gather in shared spaces to protest. The visuals can capture the character and
sheer numbers of protesters, showcasing exceptional events of violence and disorder.
They may also depict protest leaders, performances, messages on placards, and the
location of the protest. However, our analyses reveal a nuanced relationship between
demonstrations and their visual representation — a relationship that extends beyond
mere documentation to underscore photography’s foundational role. Building on
theoretical frameworks regarding infrastructure, we elucidate the infrastructural facets
of photography, comprising topography, production, and dissemination of visuals. We
augment these analyses with a critical dimension, promising insight into the potential
embodied in technological advancements within the infrastructure, as unveiled by the
neoliberal perception of protest in the contemporary digital era.
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