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Truthful, and unsparing of even the failings of the righteous... a realistic
historic picture [will reveal] inadequacies [which will] rightfully make a lot
of people angry [and that] no ethical purpose is served by preserving [such a
picture]’. He contends that we must ‘put a veil over the human failings of our
forebears and glorify all the rest which is great and beautiful’. He adds: ‘we
do not need realism: we need inspiration from our forefathers (Kamenetsky,
2002, p. xxiv).
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When presenting facts about great Torah personalities, unusual as they may be,
we never can determine unequivocally that they demonstrate weaknesses and
faults; being that they may be an expression either of unusual positive qualities
or of common human weaknesses, we opt for the former when representing
great personalities. In summary, we cannot judge and evaluate the individual
acts of torah personages of former generations — nor for the same reason can
we resolve our problems in the particular ways they resolved theirs. .. Yet there
is much for us to learn from them: not perfection — which needs no model and
which everyone must try to achieve in accordance with his own personality
— but their motives and ideals, their truthfulness and wholesomeness, their

charity and love of Torah. These serve as beacons on the path of our lives.
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