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Foucault rejects history because it assumes "reality, identity, and
truth". By the same token historical discourse and historical
writing melt entirely and disappear (or do not exist at all except as
figments of imagination and representational fallacies), since
historical discourse without a referent reality is nothing but fiction.
Foucault formulated this sophism by starting from the otherwise
correct (and not novel) idea that "historical discourse is also part of
history," but he deduced from it the perverse and untenable
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proposition that this fact dissolves basic certainties and
assumptions in historical writing such as reason, logic, power,
social relationships, the human body and in fact, the human being.
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To stand up and declare what history can achieve is fully as
important as pointing out its limitations and duplicities. In this
century, in particular, millions of men and women have died
because they or others have believed fabrications about the past fed
them by politicians, by journalists, by fanatics — and by bad
historians as well. If historians have any public function at all, and
they should have, it is to point out that the past cannot be entirely
mocked: that some truths can be ascertained amidst the myths, the
memories, and the doubts.
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